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Introduction
	The cask of Amontillado is an appropriate example of a short story and was authored by Edgar A. Poe in 1846. Moreover, the short story may also be described as horror fiction since the storyline is based on frightening events. The two main characters of the film are Montresor, the narrator of the film and Fortunato. Montresor believes that Fortunato has caused unmeasurable pain as well as regularly insulting him. Montresor decides to carry revenge in a manipulative manner where he decides to use Fortunato’s weakness to his advantage (Arntzen, 3). Through a closer examination of the plot, context, themes, literary devices, and characters, an analysis of the short story is effectively outlined.
Plot
	In the cask of Amontillado's plot exposition, Montresor, the narrator, plans revenge for his close ally Fortunato. Montresor claims that his friend has caused a lot of pain in his life as well as that of his family and the best way to settle the dispute was through revenge. The revenge was based on manipulation, where Montresor uses Fortunato's weakness that is the wine, to conquer him. Montresor actualizes his revenge in an Italian carnival where he used an Amontillado barrel in vaults to trick Fortunato (Arntzen, 3). Due to Fortunato's obsession with wine, he did not make decisions in a critical manner. 
Context
Cask of Amontillado involves the incorporation of the dark magic in the form of freemasons as well as Carnival. In the revenge context, frightening occurrences had to form a great part of the short story. Poe effectively utilizes the horror aspect that reflects the revenge theme. The Carnival context also reflected the great suffering that Montresor had undergone. Further, the author uses the context of manipulation by luxurious concepts, for example, wine. Wine plays a critical role in shaping the manner in which Montresor takes his revenge.  	  
Themes
	There are various themes in the cask of Amontillado's short story. The most significant theme is revenge. In the first paragraph of the story, Montresor vows to avenge all the pain caused to him by Fortunato, "…but when he ventured upon insult, I vowed to revenge." (Elhefnawy et al., 103). Additionally, the revenge theme is outstanding in all occurrences of the story. Most of the events that occur aim at building the revenge theme. Poe effectively utilizes few characters in his story to clearly outline how Montresor had his revenge on Fortunato. The idea of Montresor taking revenge echoes the manipulative concept that is also greatly utilized in the short story.
	Another significant theme is the folly of pride. Fortunato effectively portrays the theme mentioned above, where his foolish and cowardly actions result in his downfall. Despite the pain Fortunato caused in Montresor's life, he went ahead and insulted him, an aspect that escalated Montresor’s urge for revenge. On the contrary, Montresor might also portray the theme of pride where he felt that he had to avenge the insult directed to him by Fortunato and not the previous pain caused to him (Elhefnawy et al., 103). His pride resulted in manipulative revenge.
Literal devices
	There are various literary devices used by Poe to effectively convey the message of the short story. One of the literal devices used is symbolism. Wine symbolizes glory, power and wealth. Fortunato may have been obsessed with power, wealth and glory that resulted in his downfall (Saxton, 16). In his process of loving wealth symbolically used as wine, he caused pain to many people who felt the urge to hold him accountable for his actions, one of them being Montresor. Many ancient leaders were obsessed with glory and sacrificed greatly towards attaining it.
	Additionally, Poe uses monologue and dialogue to show communication between one person and between two people, respectively. The first paragraph of the story starts with Montresor's monologue. It is through his monologue that the audience discovers a conflict between him and Fortunato. On the other hand, Poe effectively utilizes dialogue between Montresor and Fortunato (Saxton, 16). It is through the dialogue of the two characters that the audience gets an opportunity to keenly follow the occurrence as they unfold in the cask of Amontillado short story.
Characters
	The characters used in the short story are Montresor, Fortunato, Luchesi and the servants. Montresor may be described as the main character as well as the narrator of the Cask of Amontillado. He desires to revenge all the pain as well as insults directed to him by Fortunato. Moreover, Montresor is portrayed as a sharp and creative character who effectively utilizes his skills in planning for revenge (Saxton, 16). On the other hand, the author portrays Fortunato in a negative manner from the first impression (The Cask Of Amontillado"). He is the cause of pain and suffering for Montresor. Luchesi and the servants are minor characters.
Conclusion
The cask of Amontillado is a short story suited for the specified type of audience. The horror aspect makes it less appropriate for children. However, Poe successfully outlines the theme of revenge and folly of pride. Moreover, he widely employs symbolism, monologue and dialogue (The Cask Of Amontillado"). Montresor and Fortunato are the main characters where it is through their actions that the author conveys the story’s message to the audience. 
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